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Sunday 20th September 2009. Mac McCulloch Cup. Today we had a lot of activity on the lake with
20 skippers competing in the open competition for the Mac McCulloch cup and Round 6 in the Midland
District Championship. I cannot improve on the Midland District report attached to this Newsletter. The
Winner was Keith Tyson, who gave a consistent performance, with Two Island Member Mike Clifton in
second place. Other members of Two Island were Paddy, in 8th, Keith, Jack and John Clifton in 11th, 12th and
13th places and Mike & Jeff in 15th and 19th. Considering the standard of the competition all these results were
pretty damn good! Well done all of you.

Sunday 27th September 2009. Commodores Cup. Well a good 14 races were sailed this morning
and didn’t Jeff have a storming day, finishing just 2 points ahead of Pauland 7 points ahead of Paddy in 3rd

place. As this was the last race in the series, we now have confirmed Paddy as the overall winner, but just look
at Jeff, sharing tied scores with Mike and Paul, today’s 1st , gives him 2nd overall on countback! Well done.

Jib

Commodores
Cup Lasers R6
27/09/09 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 Score Disc Total Pts

47 Jeff Ford 1 2 1 4 3 3 3 1 3 1 2 3 2 3 32 7 25 1
797 Paul Hunter 5 3 5 1 1 2 2 2 2 5 3 2 3 1 37 10 27 2
34 Paddy Chambers 4 4 2 3 5 6 4 4 1 2 4 1 1 2 43 11 32 3
62 Mike Stevens 3 1 4 2 4 1 5 3 5 3 1 4 4 4 44 10 34 4
91 Vic Tatman 2 5 3 5 2 4 1 6 4 6 6 6 6 6 62 12 50 5
8 Frank Bernard 7 7 7 7 6 5 6 5 6 4 5 5 5 5 80 14 66 6

Jib
Commodores Cup
Lasers 2009 1 2 3 4 5 6

Sub
Total Disc Total Posn

34 Paddy Chambers 1 1 11 1 1 3 18 14 4 1st
47 Jeff Ford 5 11 4 3 3 1 27 16 11* 2*
62 Mike Stevens 4 2 3 11 2 4 26 15 11* 3*

797 Paul Hunter 3 11 2 11 4 2 33 22 11* 4*
102 Keith Coxon 2 11 1 2 11 11 38 22 16 5
32 Fred Finch 6 3 6 11 11 11 48 22 26 6
64 Colin Hosker 11 11 5 5 6 11 49 22 27 7
91 Vic Tatman 11 11 11 11 5 5 54 22 32 8
91 Allen Pearce 11 11 11 4 11 11 59 22 37 9
8 Frank Bernard 11 11 11 11 11 6 61 22 39 10

* Positions for tied scores resolved on countback
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Sunday 4th October 200. Another of our ‘Friendlies’ with Watermead. Unfortunately Watermead  were
hosting the IOM Ranking Races which are spread over two days so they were unable to visit us. Keith
changed plans to include another Fun Day.

Sunday 11th October 2009. Top Skipper Trophy. This was to have been a re-run of the Laser Match
racing that was canceled on the 9th August due to lack of wind. Today it was canceled again, due to lack of
entrants with only three skippers turning up. Keith, Paddy and Jeff sailed 9+ rounds of normal racing in some
bracing winds, two of them changing down to No 2’s part way through. Sorry, but I don’t have the results, in
any case the Trophy will not be awarded this year!

Finally. Next Sunday, the 18th, sees the start of the Winter program with the Cold Finger…Brrrr! I
don’t expect to be at the lake quite as often as I have been in the past.

Also I have again amended the membership list to include the latest corrections. If you find any errors
in it, please tell me straight away but note I shall amend my master copy but will not reissue pending a year
end update.

Jim Marsh 13th October 2009
Tel No.  01234 306367
Mobile:  07754 180247
E_Mail: jim.marsh5@virginmedia.com

Attached: Midland District Champion Skipper & Club Series
 MM DDCCSS  66  &&   MM aacc  MM ccCCuull lloocchh  CCuupp
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Another day of close racing
Sunday 20th September should have seen the final round of the MDCS series for 2009, but due to the
abandonment of MDCS 5, it was the penultimate round, and there was everything to play for.

A beautiful day dawned on the morning of the 20th, as skippers left their homes early for the MDCS 6 hosted by Two
Islands RYC. The breeze was light as the skippers travelled, but on demand there was a lovely breeze blowing straight
across Furzton Lake. Paul Hunter welcomed all skippers and set a course with a start line close to the bank and a nice
long beat to the windward mark. The direction of the wind allowed him to place the leeward mark close to the shore,
giving skippers a good close view of overlaps and downwind mark rounding.

The fleet was split evenly for the seeding races, with Graham Allen taking control of the heat board and HMS scoring for
the day. The 1st seeding race was won by MDCS regular Don Charlesworth, followed by Graham Whalley. The 2nd

seeding race also went to another MDCS regular in Darin Ballington closely followed by Mike Clifton from the host
club. If the regulars thought that this was going to be a walk in the park they were in for a shock. The next 5 races were
shared between long distance visitor Keith Tyson from Eastbourne, and local man Mike Clifton. Darin, Don and Mick
Shillington were the only skippers to beat these two all day. The final placings show that Keith had 3 race victories, with
Mike, Darin and Don 2 a piece, with Mick Shillington and Graham Whalley recording one victory each.

Regular readers will know that race winners are not the only ones who get a mention, after all, without all the competitors
there would be no racing. It was great to see some new faces attending the event with Andy Easton, Dave Cox and Steve
Rudd in particular joining the series for the 2nd time; hopefully they will soon be regulars. Keith Coxon and Paddy
Chambers were not disheartened by their aborted trips to Branston and seemed to enjoy their day, Keith in particular had
fantastic value for money, spending the whole day, going between the fleets, although by the end of the day he was
desperate for a chair. It was very pleasing to see the number of host club skippers attending with 7 skippers from Two
Islands sailing. When added to all the helpers and officials this was probably the largest club turnout of the year.

Midland District Champion Skipper & Club Series

20 Boats, 2 fleets.

Another good turnout for the MDCS.
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Everyone behaving themselves at the start

Keith Tyson is presented with the Mac McCollough
Cup by MYA publicity officer Keith Coxon

Mike Clifton is presented with a bottle of wine for  2nd

place by MYA publicity officer Keith Coxon

With 2 fleets you will never complete as many races as with one, but with 2 fleets there is always something to race for
and those in the middle of the fleet can get some reward for their hard work, this leads to an overall improvement in the
standard, something that is being seen towards the end of this season.

During the afternoon the wind shifted and dropped leading to a number of course changes, something that the race team
were not shy to do and should be applauded for. The lighter winds really played into Keith Tyson’s hands with his Italiko
he showed us how to sail in light winds and his consistency was rewarded with overall victory, closely followed by Mike
Clifton.
Darin Ballington, Don Charlesworth, Mick Shillington and Mike were only split by 8 points for the lower places.

The results table below will show that the racing was close and hopefully everyone enjoyed it as much as this reporter. A
big thank you to Paul, Graham, Jim, Fred and all the members of the Two Islands club who helped the skippers in
making this a day to remember.
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The Final Table:

Pictures by Sandra
Report by Darin

P.S.

It would not be a proper MDCS event without one incident worth note.
MDCS 6 was looking like the exception to the rule until the final race…..

Before the final race, Graham Allen announced that there could be a chance for a few of the top runners to change places,
adding a little more tension to the start. Everyone was jockeying to get a flyer, the tape ran down, 5.4.3.2.1 Go!

Keith Coxon was off, in the lead, clear wind, the same course as all afternoon. This was his chance. Glory was his, only
the gods could stop him winning this one. Reward for all the effort. Strangely the days leading skippers Keith Tyson and
Mike Clifton had been jumped on the line, they were out of this one left at the back of the fleet. All Keith had to do was
take the 1st mark to port; as he had done all day, and he was gone.

The pack was pursuing, but wouldn’t catch him, unless he made a mistake. How could he? The course hadn’t changed;
he had been on the water most of the day. It was simple.

That’s when it struck. Whether it was the pressure, whether it was a problem with his thumbs, or whether it was just a
moment of madness, he decided to take the 1st mark to starboard, turning straight into the following pack, who, had no
chance to avoid him. Contact after contact, there was very quickly a gaggle of one metre yachts tangled up. Most of the
ten strong fleet wiped out at the 1st mark. There was only one place to be at this time, at the back of the fleet. To great
laughter and cheering Keith Tyson and Mike Clifton sailed around this pile up and sailed off into the sunset, along with a
couple of others they disappeared winning by miles!

Just wait Keith we will  get you back. �  �


